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small. This procédure is used in sections III and V , our itérative method for finding the complex root of Eq. ( 2) is an adaptation of the so-called "down-hill" method23.

Whatever the state of the plasma, the integrand in Eq. ( 5)

for the potential is an oscillating function of K, ,.

We 
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where a and y are defined by Eq. ( 13) and ( 22) respectively. In this approximation, the thermal and drift effects are not coupled, inasmuch as the expression for K. is the sum of the thermal correction term from Eq. ( 12) -illustrated in Fig. 1 and the drift correction term from Eq. ( 21) -illustrated in Fig. -44 -